
 

 
 

 
 

Workers' health and Chemicals 
 

• 16 % of workers in Europe report handling dangerous substances and 22 % being exposed to 
fumes and vapours for at least a quarter of their working time1. 
 

• 7 million (5%) workers in the EU are exposed to chemical carcinogens at doses that can be 
considered beyond safety2.  
 

• There are around between 32 500 occupational cancer deaths related to chemicals every year3. 
 

• Between 18 and 30 % of all occupational diseases recognised in EU are related to exposure to 
chemicals4. 
 

• Occupational skin diseases are estimated to cost the EU € 600 million each year, resulting in 
around 3 million lost working days5. 
 

• The economic benefits of REACH for workers' health in the EU 25 would amount to € 3.5 
billion over 10 years. This represents the savings from future occupational diseases avoided by 
REACH, and about matches the total costs of implementing the regulation6. 
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